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own food. It is greatest and most concentrated in the
towns, but it exists also in the country districts. It is
for many varieties, supplied in small quantities, and
frequently in different forms from those in which the
farmers produced them.
The output of food, as produced by the farmer, is not
able to satisfy this demand directly, since it is partly
seasonal, partly perishable, and is grown by farmers
scattered over the rural areas of the world, often far
distant from towns. Moreover, it is produced in
amounts which the farmer can only partially control,
and of types and qualities which may also vary,
irrespective of his intentions.
, Thus farm output is generally produced neither
< at the time, nor in the place, nor in the form in which
consumers require it. Since the object of all production
is to satisfy consumers' demands, agricultural output
xis useless until these maladjustments have been
corrected, and supply and demand been brought into
relation with one another. Someone must estimate
where, when, and in what form consumers require
agricultural products, and the quantities they will buy
at various prices. Someone must also find how much of
these products are available, and at what time, and
must arrange to offer them, at the right time and in the
required form, to those consumers who will pay the
best price in relation to the costs of supplying them.
This is the function of the middlemen. They are the
people who bring farmers' supply into relation with
consumers' demand, collect a multitude of products
from many producers, and disperse these products to
many consumers. They, also, are the people who
decide what prices are necessary in order to adjust